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INTRODUCTION. 
| Bradford, Eaft-Precinf, Sept. 11. 1744. 


AST Piling the Rev. Mr, John White with his two Ru- 
| ling-Elders and a Deacon ( repreſenting as we ſuppoſe the 
firſt Church in Glocęſter) came into the Pariſh, and were en- 

ited at the Houſe of. One, who has not only ſeparated from 

us ever ſince his return from Newbury,(now a twelve-month ſince, 

X excepting one Sabbath when he profeſſedly came 10 ſee what he 

could catch) but was there alſo, by common report, a chief Pro- 

| moter of the Separations and Diviſions that have ſo much a- 

bounded in that Town. ThisMorning they paſſed by my Houſe. 

in their Way to the Meeting. Houſe; but finding no Body there, 
and the Doors ſhut ; the Rev. Mr. bite diſpatch'd away one 
of his Elders and the Deacon to my Houſe, with a Meſſage ac- 

FE quainting me, that Mr. bite was at the Meeting Houſe, wait- 
ing to 8 with me. I afk'd them, if he was in the Meeting 
Houſe ? It was faid, No. If the Doors were open? It was 

ſaid, No. I then repiy d, it would look odd for me to go and 

hold a Conference with Mr. White in the Street; but if he, 
and the Gentlemen that were with him, would come to my Houſe, 

I was free to wait upon them. It was then ſaid, that if I went, 

perhaps the Doors might be opened. I reply'd, I had no Buſi- 

neſs with that ; the Church had voted nothing about it; and the 

Parish, I perceiv'd, would not have the Doors open'd that Day. 

It was then ſaid, If I did not ſee Cauſe to go to the Meeting 

Z Houſe, Mr. 1/hite defir'd 1 would fend him a Copy of the Pro- 

ceedings of the Church. I reply'd, this was more extraordinary 

ſtill; we had laid our Proceedings before a Council of Neighbour 

Churches, who had aſſiſted us with their beſt Advice: And tho? 

we ſtood ready to give an Account of our Public Afions to any 

Siſter Church, orderly enquiring into them; yet if Mr. Vite was 

come in the thirdlWay ofCommunion,as we ſuppoſed from his Letters; 
we conceived we were not liable to a Proceſs in that Way : We 

therefore defir'd to know, in what Character they were come, and 

upon what Buſineſs, before we laid any of our Proceedings before Y 
them, further than we had done in our Letters to that Church. 
Upon this it was ſaid, they did not come to diſpute with me, but 
to deliver a Meſſage; and I deſir'd they would likewiſe ww | 
mine to Mr. Mhite, and ſo they went off. After this, (as I 1 
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by others) informing Mr. Mbite of what had. paſſed, they all took 
Horſe and repaired to the Houſe of another of our aggriev'd Bre- 
_ thren, (who is under the Diſpleaſyre of this Church for his very 
ill Conduct ever fince the Beginning of theſe Times) where they 
ſpent the Day, in what Buſineſs and to what Purpoſe, Time «vill 
bring forth. But 1 any co proper to notify the Publick of thus 
much, as the Occaſion of our Publiſhing what follows. As to 
which, I would only further obſerve, that in our Letters to the 
firſt Church in Glocefter, we conſidered her as a Siſter Church, 
our Equal, without Regard to the great Seniority of her Paſtor : 
which we could not think gave her a Right zo lord it over us, or | 
made it our Duty to ſuppreſs our juſt Reſentments of ſo ill Uſage. 
As tothe Reſult of the Council, which we have given to * | 
Publick in the Appendix, it will ſpeak for it ſelf : As it was re- 
fer'd to in our Letters, we tho't it proper it ſhould accompany 
them into the World. I would only ſay, we took a whole Body 
of Miniſters without picking and chuſing; and thoſe whom we 
think our Conftitution particularly, as well as the Nature and Rea- 
„ Me To. tt Et; 
And as to my Replies to the ſeveral Articles of Error alledg*d | 
againſt me; as they are refer'd to in the Reſult, and as thoſe Ar- 
_ ticles of Error have made a great Noiſe ; I thought I could not 
be juſt to myſelf or others, ſhould I any longer ſuppreſs the Pub- 
cation of them. They are, as they were laid before the Church 
and Council, withont Alteration. Only I would fay, that when 
thoſe Articles were brought to me in a preparatory Paper, with a 
Deſire that I would lay them before the Church, there were two 
or three others along with them; to which I likewiſe prepar'd an 


| Anſwer, and read it to the Church with the Anſwers here given, f KN 
at our firſt Church Meeting: But when it appear'd, upon the 


bringing in of their Teſtimonies for the Support of their Arti- 
cles, that there was not one Word for the Support of ſeveral of 
them, I did not think it proper after this to trouble, either the 
Chuch or the Council, with my Anſwers to thoſe Things: 
Which is likewiſe the Reaſon why they are now left out. I am 
alſo unwilling to be over-burdenſom to a very ſmall Pariſh, which 
has been, and may probably yet be put to a very conſiderable Charge 
upon theſe Accounts. We hope the Friends to Truth and Li- 


bliurty will be ready to aſſiſt us, as there ſhall be Occaſion, in plead- 


ing the Cauſe of both: Which will be a great Obligation upon 
their © Uncworthy Humble Servant t 


William Bakh. 


06-00-00-06-00-00-20-204: 
. firſt LETTER. 


Gleeefter July 2. 1 744. 


The firſt Church of Gunter ! in Gloceſter wiſheth 


to the ſecond Church in * Grace, 
Merey and Peace. iron 


Reverend, Kennel aw N 
AVING received a Letter from no leſs than Nine Bre- 
thren of your Church and Pariſh, who are very un- 
_ ealy and aggney'd at the Conduct of the Paſtor, the 
Rev. Mr, William Balch ;, as well as of the Fraternity 
| _ of ſaid Church, more eſpecially on the Account of ſaid 
Mr. Balch's propagating Doctrines not agreeing with the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel; and with the Confeſſion of the Faith of theſe Con- 
gregationa Churches: As alſo, their Uneaſineſs ariſes from the 


- Conduct of their Church ; who inſtead of teſtifying againſt ſaid 


Doctrines, did by their Votes ſuſpend ſeveral of the aggrieved 
Brethren for accuſing ſaid Paſtor, 2 for being Witneſſes in the 
Caſe, which Suſpenſion they ſill remain under. And the ſaid ſe- 


*Z cond Church negle& proper Means for the convicting ſaid Paſtor 


of his Errors: And therefore have applied to us for Relief accord- 
ing to what is preſcribed 1 in the Platform, v1z. in the third Way of 


f Communion, by Way of Admonition. We the firſt Church ooh 
taken the ſaid Complaint under Conſideration, and come to this 


Reſult, to take the ſorrowful Caſe of the Complainants under our 
Cognizance, and have choſen our Rev. Paſtor, Elders, and ano- 
ther worthy Member to repreſent us; and in our Name to begin 
and carry on the Proceſs (we hope) to a final and happy Iſſue. 
We apprehend that oneChurch has noAuthority over another, for 


they are equal. And we are as far from thinking you look upon 


your ſelves to be independent, and unacoountable. For this was 
a Principle that the eminent Leaders in the congregational Way 
abhorred; however, one Church may be helpful to another to 
point out to them the Way of Peace and Truth. We look upon 
this Op of Communion the 7 — Way of Relief to the 
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Aggrieved, in caſe the Church to whom they ſtand related 
don't ſee Cauſe to relieve them. But we ſhould heartily rejoice, 
if it might be made up in a little Time as ſome have ima 


and the whole adjuſted without putting our ſelves and you to the 


Trouble and Charge of coming. In Hopes of it we will give 


Time. And now we further ſignify to you, dear Brethren, un- 


leſs we are happily prevented by your ſignifying that all Matters 


of Controverſy are adjuſted, our ſaid Paſtor and Delegates will 
be with you on the third Tueſday of Auguſt next enſuing the Date 


hereof, and we deſire you would reſpectfully meet them at your 


Meeting · Houſe on ſaid Day, or at a more convenient Place you 


ſhall appoint, at Nine o' Clock, to enquire into the Matters of 
ne that they may proceed in ſaid Affair as the Rule directs. 


. our frown in the Faith and Fellowſbip of the Goſpel, 


y Fobn White, Paſtor. 
1 the Name and we the Conlent of the Church. 
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Bradford, Aug. 6. 6.1 744. 
. The fat Church of Cdn in e to 
dhe firſt i in Glocefter, ſends e 


"Reverend en and e Fes 3 „ ate 
E received yours of the 2d of July on FA och of the dame; 


ſent us, inſtead of that looſe and general Account you have only 


given us in yours; for if they have repreſented Things to you as 
you ſeem to intimate, their Information is utterly wrong, as may 
eaſily be made to appear by our Church Records, and a Multitude 
of Witneſſes: But as you have not given your ſclves the Trouble 


to ſend us a Copy of their Complaint, we think we are fairly ex- 


cus'd the Trouble of ſending you a Copy of our Votes, or any 
Teſtimonies in the Caſe. 


However, we cannot hut obſerve, that tho? in the cloſe of your : 
Letter you fay, you are coming 80 e into Matters f 
| Complaint,” . 


E anal am. ho ES 


in which you ſignify your Intention of * us a Viſit 

in the third Way of Communion, viz. by Way of Admo—-̃ 

nition; occaſion'd by a Letter of Complaint to you from a Num- 
ber of our Brethren ; a Copy of which we think you ſhou'd have 
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the Land ; notwithſtanding all the Attempts that, for ſeveral 
Years paſt, have been made by ill- minded Men, to break and di- 
vide us. And this has hitherto been the great Objection againſt 
us, That our Peace was ſuch as not to be diſturbed, and our Firm - 
neſs to the Paſtor, and one another, not to be violated; till you 
at length have made this great Diſcovery, that no leſs than Nine 
of our Church and Pariſh are uneaſy. Dear Brethren, look at 
home, or look into any and every Church and Pariſh between 
you and us; and we are perſwaded you will not then lay ſuch 
| Streſs upon the Number of the Uneaſy, as your manner of Ex- 
preſſion. evidently does. Foe ro tore ĩ 
Again, you ſpeak of the Complainants, as if you thought them 
wronged, and in a ſorrowful Condition; and of the Church, as 
ij you thought her cruel} and arbitrary. We look upon this 
Way of Communion (ſay you) as the only regular Way of Relief 
to the Aggriev'd, in caſe the Church to whom they ſtand related, 
don't fee Cauſe to relieve them.“ It ſeems then they muſt have 
Relief, their Caſe is ſo bad; and it being queſtionable whether 
the Church would ee. Cauſe to relieve them, you were obliged to 
take the Meaſures you are purſuing. But do you indeed, Brethren, 
know the. Cafe of the Aggrievet? Have you heard both Sides? 
Why then ſuch Epithets The forrowful Caſe of the Complai- 
nants? And why do you ſpeak of the Aggrieved as if they mult 
be relieved, either by you, in this Method, or by their own 
Church? May not their Caſe be ſuch as to admit of Relief only 
from themſelves ? Or from the Grace of GOD, touching and 
changing their Hearts? May there not be a Diſpoſition and hear- 
ty Willingneſs in the Church to relieve them, if it was in her Pow-_ 
9 eee W 


89 


er? Why then do you ſpeak of her not ſeeing Cauſe to do it, 
as if the Fault muſt lay there ? Or if you certainly know this to. 
be the Caſe, and are at no loſs about it in your own Minds, from 

the Information you have already had, why do you yet ſpeak in 


the cloſe of your Letter of coming to enquire, and not rather to 
reprove and admoniſn. We pray that you would endeayour to 


underſtand your ſelves, and to know what it is you are coming 


upon. 

"Anda, we obſerve, that though you ſrem fo much to counte- 
nance the Repreſentation made to you by the Agpriev'd, and no 
where intimate as if you could not poſſibly believe the Paſtor of 
this Church was propagating Doctrines contrary to the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and the Brethren conniving at him therein, and 
inſtead of teſtifying againſt ſaid Errors, by their Votes ſuſpend- 
ing divers for doing it; (we ſay though you no where intimate 


this) yet in another Inſtance your Charity towards us abounds, 


and you ſay © we are far from thinking you look upon yourſelves 


to be independent and unaccountable. Pray why not, as well as 
that we ſhould be erroneous in far greater Matters ? Your Cha- 
rity here, Brethren, looks ſomething ſuſpicious ; and the Reaſon | 
you give, For this was a Principle that the eminent Leaders in | 


the Congregational Way abhorred'' has very little Strength or 
Propriety in it, as uſed in this Place. For may not they who are 
ſuppoſed to have departed from thoſe eminent Leaders in Points 


of Faith, be ſuppoſed to have departed from them too in Points 
of Diſcipline ? Or are theſe latter of fo much greater Impor- 


tance,and ſo much leſs liable to Diſpute, that*though you can ea- 


ſily believe the former of us, yet you can't poſſibly admit the | 
latter? Brethren, we are not to be flatter'd gr threatn'd into a 

Submiſſion to any Thing we judge unwarranta cable 

our Attachment to Congregationaliſm, to be drawn in to e 5 


of any Miſapplication of its Principles. 
Again, though in the Cloſe of your Letter you tell us, you are 


coming to enquire into Matters of Complaint, yet in the Body 


you aſſure us, © You are already come to a Reſult, not only to 


begin, but to carry on the Proceſs, ( viz. a Proceſs with vs in the 
third Way of Communion) to a final Iſſue.“ Now this we think 
very unſeafonably brought out. Is it not poſſible that, upon En- 
quiry, you might find, there were no juſt Grounds fo much as to 
begin a Proceſs with us? Or if there was ſufficient Reaſon to 
admoruth us, yet if under Admonition we are Pee and re- 


e, or, even from 
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form, muſt you Kill go further? Why then do you threaten | 


us (for we can look upon it as no other) with going through; 
while as yet you are profeſſedly coming but to enquire into the 
Matters of Complaint, i. e. to ſee whether there is any Reaſon 
for your being offended with us, and admoniſhing us, yea or no? 
Again, you tell us, © you ſhou'd heartily rejoice if our Dif- 


erences might be made up in a little Time, and in Hopes of 
and ſo you allow us fix or 
| ſeven Weeks for the Buſineſs, a Fortnight or three Weeks of 


39 


it you will give us Time ; 


which is taken up in the paſſing of Letters between us. And do 
you think, Brethren, that the remaining Month of the moſt buſy 


Seaſon in all the Year, is a large Allowance for the adjuſting of 


ſo many and ſuch great Matters ? . And yet you give us to un- 
derſtand, That unleſs you are happily prevented by our ſigni- 
fying to you that all Matters of Controverſy are adjuſted, you 


will be with us at the Time,” 4 Matters of Controverſy! Why, 


Brethren, we think that in ſo bad a State of Things as ours is re- 
preſented to be, you ſhould rejoice if but one one half might be 


rectified: But it ſeems that unleſs every Thing is adjaſted ex- 
actly to your Mind, or if there be any one Thing left, that you 


can poſſibly lay hold on, you are reſolv'd not to let flip the Op- 
portunity of favouring us with your Diſcipline. Why ſo ſevere 


Brethren ? Why ſo rigid in your Juſtice? Is it becauſe there is 


no other Church in the Land, where there is any Thing amiſs ? 


Or where there is any poſſible Room for the Practice of the 
third Way of Communion, upon the Account of any Errors or 
Diſorders whatever? We deſire but to be impartially dealt 
with. And we pray that you would look around you, and fee _ 
what is to be done: only firſt caſt out the Beam out of your own 
| Eye that you may ſce clearly. But Brethren, if we have done any 
Thing that can be thought our Duty for the adjuſting of our Dif- 


ferences, mult we yet be liable to Admonition, only becauſe we 


fail of Succeſs, i. e. becauſe we have unreaſonable Men to deal 
with? And upon this Head, we would inform you that we have 
neither neglected, nor been flow in proceeding to make Uſe of 


all ſuch Means as haye been in our Power, for the removing and 
healing ſuch unhappy Diviſions as have ariſen amongſt us. We 


have had Church-Meeting after Church-Meeting, when every 
Thing that has been brought to the Paſtor has been fairly laid 
before the Church, and Things have been managed, as with Or- 
der and Decency, on the one Hand, fo with great Calmneſs and 
TE; „ . „„ Moderation 


— 


S 10? 
Moderation on the other. Nor have we refuſed to conſult with 
other Churches: But becauſe we wou' dn't lean to our own Un- 
derſtanding, and would ſhew no Want of Mercy or Faithfulneſs 
In ſeeking to bind up the Breaches and Wounds of the Church 
and Brethren, we have had an Eccleſiaſtical Council of Neigh- 
bour Churches (as our Conſtitution directs) upon the Spot: 
Who after a full hearing of both Sides, and a thorough Exami- | 
nation of Matters, have approved of the Conduct of this Church, 
both in ſignifying themſelves offended with a Number of their 
Members, and not at all burt in their Charity towards their Paſ- 
tor, by the Articles of Error alledg'd againſt him; as may ap- 


pear by their Reſult, a Copy of which we have herewith tranſ- | 


mitted to you, If therefore, Brethren, you perſiſt in your Reſo- | 
lation of going into a Proceſs with us in the 3d Way of Com- 
munion, we think you muſt do it in Defiance of thoſe very Prin- 
ciples upon which you profeſs to act. For the Platform, (we 
would preſume you very well know) preſcribes this Way of Com- 
munion only in Caſe a Church, rent with Diviſions among them- 
ſelves, or lying under ſome open Scandal, ſhall yet refuſe to conſult 
with other Churches for the removing or healing the ſame. We | 
therefore pray, you would examine the Matter well; and recon- 
ſider the Reſult, which you tell us, you came to: For if not- 
withſtanding all that we have done, and now ſignified to you, you | 
will yet be at the Trouble and Charge of coming to us in this | 
May, (flying in the very Face of that only Conſtitution upon | 
which it is founded) we aſſure you, we ſhall not make ourſelves 
in the leaſt Sharers therein. RD Yoga: 


From your Brethren in the Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, | 
In the Name and by the Conſent of the Church, 


FP. S. Brethren, this Church is diſſatisfied with the Conduct of 
the firſt Church in Glocęſter, more particularly with your re- 
ceiving Papers from the Aggriev'd, which they have ne- 
ver yet laid before this Church, and with your giving out 
Copies of them, before you have yet ſo much as enquired 
Into our Affairs; beſides what we have above expreſſed in 

this our Letter to you : To all which we wait your 
Anſwer. Lak „5 V 
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The ſecond LETTER. 
Glocęſter, Auguſt 14. 1744. 
The firſt Church of Cuzisr in Glocefeer to the 
ſecond Church i in Bradford ſendeth greeting, 


Rev. Honored and Beloved, 


| E have received yours, and as you expect an Anſwer, take 
\ \ it (we pray you) in what follows. 
By your Subtlety we were almoſt led out of the Way 


of Duty, into an impertinent, and unprofitable, yea endleſs Diſ- 


putation. But diſcernipg the Snare, we have happily eſcaped it. 
Ye err Brethren in thinking that we flattered, or threatned you to 


bring you to a Submiſſion to our Enquiry. For we are not ſol- 


licitous about what is your Duty ; *tis enough for us to know 


and do our own. We would have you to know,that *tis not your 
Part or Province to judge whether we regularly enter into the 
Proceſs ; and come to a right Reſolve or Reſult therein; but 


ſuch as are called in to take the ſecond Step are to do that Part, 


before they join us in the Proceſs. And if you throw yourſelves 


into a State of Independency, and refuſe to lay Matters of Com- 
plaint before us; or to ſubmit to an Enquiry, you muſt anſwer 


it to the Churches, and expoſe your ſelves to the Sentence of 


Non-Communion. Such is the Scituation of the Affairs of the 
Aggrieved, that they can't rationally expect their Reſtoration to 
Goſpel Privileges but in this Method. And it is apparent, that 


there is no Stone left unturn'd to oppoſe the Practice of it; but 
Hhumbly depending upon the Grace of God for Conduct, Cou- 
rage and Succeſs, we reſolve to attend ourDuty. Several Things 


ſerve to create Jealouſies, that your Rev. Paſtor is corrupt in his 


Principles. He ſeems to oppoſe their being brought to Light. 

The Votes of the Church ſeem to be ſhaped to ſecret them, as 
we learn by the Reſult of the late Council. And more eſpeci- 

ally his printed Sermon, wherein he attempts ro reconcile the A- 


oſtles Paul and James. Tis dangerous (beyond what we can 


| expreſs for the Leaders of this People to be miſlead. "Tis me- 
| lancholly to obſerve an Inclination in Miniſters and Churches to 


9 forſake 


<2? 
forſake the ound Principles of the Reformation; The Princi- 
ples of the good old Puritans, as well as the Principles of the 
firſt Planters of this Wilderneſs. 

New-England's Glory will depart in our departng from the 
Faith of theſe Churches. We defire you therefore ( Brethren ) 
without any further Diſpute or Reluctancy, to meet our fore- 
nention'd Delegates at your Meeting Houſe, in order to their en- 
juiring into Matters of Complaint, the ſecond Tueſday of Sep- 
'ember next, at Nine o'Clock Forenoon, which will be the 11th 
Day of aid Month ; and therein we will endeavour to ſerve your | 
_ beſt Intereſts, Deſiring an Intereſt in your Prayers, we- reſt ru ; 
Brethren 


In the Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, | 
Fobn White Paſtor. | 


In the Name and with the Conſent of the Church, 


5 Re. . 1 * 
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The ANSWER. 


Bradford, Sept. 3 . %% 


The ſecond Church of Calsr in 3 to 
bhe firſt in Glocefter lends gree ting. 


Rev. Honored, and Beloved, 

7 OURS of the 14th of Aupuſt came not to our Hands, ill 1 
the 27th. So that, though the firſt Opportunity has been 
taken to inform the Church of your Letter, and we have 

met upon it as ſoon as poſſible; yet, unleſs ours to you is con- 
veyed with more Care and Speed than yours has been to us, it is 
not like to reach you till near a Week after the Day you have 
| again appointed to be with us: dre /o impatient to be upon 
- Bufeſs. Is this giving Time, as you propos'd in your firſt Let- 
ter? When either through Deſign or Negligence, we have not 
the ſame allow'd us for a Reply, which you take to give us Infor- 
mation. But we are well enough aware, you did not deſire a a 
Reply - : You intend, it ſeems, to do your Buſineſs without dif- 
puting, i.e, © inaſmuch as you are infallible, and can't miſs it in 
any Thing, all Endeavours to ſet, or keep you right, are ſuperflu- | 
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ous; you will do juſt as you pleaſe, and deſire others would not 
be ſo officious as to examine your Conduct, though they are ever 
ſo much concerned in it ; nor expect a Reaſon for any Thing 
you do.“ What Spirit does this breathe ? Have not the Times 
a little perverted your Judgment ? 

Me had writ to you our Exceptions to ſeveral Things in your 
Letter: and in the Cloſe of ours, had offered ſufficient Light to 


ſides) that we were in no wiſe liable to @ Proceſs in the third Way 
of Communion. This you call“ Subtlety and a Snare to draw you 
into an impertinent, unprofitable, yea, endleſs Diſpute.“ Bre- 
thren, if you can give no rational Account of yourſelves in the 
Particulars excepted to, we can't blame you ſo much for think- 
ing, it was ſubtle in us to put you upon doing that, which you 
know you cannot do ; but we meant no more, in this Caſe, than 
honeſtly to mind you of your Miſtakes, in Hopes you would 
frankly own and retract them, without going into an endleſs Diſ- 
pute. And how you ſhould eſteem this a Snare laid for you, 
and yourſelves happy in diſcerning and eſcaping it, we are at a Loſs 
to concerve z unleſs you are are determined not to be made ſen- 


W ſible of your Duty; and wou'd think yourſelves got into a moſt 

| unhappy Condition, ſhould Conviction be obtruded upon you. 
= We are afraid, you are not yet ſenſible of the real Snare; inſtead 
of happily diſcerning and eſcaping it, as you fay, it ſeems to us, 
and we believe all the World will judge, you have entangled 


your ſelves more than ever. We wiſh you had honeſt Sub- 
tilty enough to get out of the Entanglement. And that you 


could truly ſay, The Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 


Lou tell us, © we err in thinking you flattered or threatned us 
to bring us to a Submiſſion to your Enquiry ;”*- but you don't tell 
us, how thoſe Paſſages in your Letter, which we looked upon as 
ſometimes flattering, and then threatning us, ought to have been 
otherwiſe taken : And the Reaſon you give, why they can in no 
wiſe be ſo taken, is ſurprizing. For we are not ſollicitous (ſay 
you) about what is your Duty, *tis enough for us to know and do 
our own.” oo nn ci: ur (88 

We confeſs, had you ſaid this in Vindication of your ſtaying 
at Home, and minding your own proper Buſineſs, it might have 
been taken in a good Senſe ; but to give it asa Reaſon why you 
could not be ſuppoſed to flatter or threaten us to bring us to a 
Submiſſion to your Enquiry, is the moſt exceptionable Thing * 

Þ Dn A the 


have convinced you, (as we doubt not, it will all the Country be- N 


3 „ 

the World. For ſo the Senſe of it muſt ſtand thus, “ no Bre- 
thren, you are utterly miſtaxen: we were ſo far from being diſ- 
pos'd to uſe any ſuch Methods with you to bring you to your 
Duty, that we are not at all ſollicitous about what your Duty is, 
or whether you do it or no; we only mind our o.] n.“ To 
ſay this when you are profeſſedly coming to admoniſh us, 
1, e. to point out our Duty, and impreſs it upon us; could a- 
ny Thing have been thought of, more out of the Way, more 
inconſiſtent and ſelf- contradictory ? If you are not ſollicitous 
about what is our Duty, pray what are you ſollicitous about? 
Is it by your Subtlety to draw us into a Snare ? Is it to lead us 
out of the Way of our Duty, and bring us to reſtore the Ag- 
grieved without an Acknowledgment of their Faults? Or is it 
to ſet the Aggrieved at Liberty without any Regard to us, or 
our Duty in that Matter? Let us entreat you, Brethren, to tell 
us, why you are uſing theſe Meaſures with us, if you are not ſo- 
licitous about what is our Duty, if it be not to point out to us 


the Way of Truth and Peace, as you profeſs in your former Let- 
ter. And can you point out our Duty in theſe Reſpects, with- 


out being ſolicious about what it is? Can you impreſs a Senſe 
of our Duty in a due Manner upon us, when you have let us 
know, you care fo little whether we comply. with it or not? 
| Nay, where is your Care and Charity for a Siſter Church, erring 
from the Truth, and ſtraying out of the Way? And muſt it 
not render you forever inexcuſable in taking any further Mea- 
{ures with us ? For will not the World be ready to believe you, 
and to think the Truth too unwarily dropt from you, and that 


you have really ſomething elſe in View than either our Duty, or | 


your own ? If we judge wrong in this Particular, as you have led 
us into the Snare yourſelves, you cannot be fo unkind as to refuſe 
to ſet us right. TE „% LE wg, 
Your next Period is yet more extraordinary, © We would have 
you to know ( fay you) that *tis not your Part or Province to 


judge whether we regularly enter into the Proceſs, and come to a 


right Reſolve or Reſult therein; but ſuch as are called in to take 
the ſecond Step, are to do that Part before they join us in the 


Proceſs.” We reply, 'tis true indeed, ſuch as are called in to take 


the ſecond Step, are to judge for Hhemſelves before they join in 


the Proceſs ; and are to judge particularly whether an Admoni- 


tion has been regularly and rightfully diſpenſed before they agree 
in ſetting it on, or in ſeconding the Admonition formerly given, as 


dhe 
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the Phraſe is in the Platform. But what then? Is this a Proof 
that the Church, with whom the Proceſs is had, is not to judge 
for her ſelf too ? Are they who take the ſecond Step to judge 
for themſelves and for every Body elſe ? Can they be thought 
to be Judges for the Church, even while the firſt Step 1s taking, 
before they know any Thing of the Matter? As to entering 
regularly into the Proceſs, the Words of the Synod are expreſs, 
that Churches are to maintain Unity and Peace“ by giving Ac- 
count one to another of their public Actions, when it is ORDER- 
LY deſired.“ T If then you expect we ſhould ſubmit to your 
Enquiry upon other Terms, you look for too much, and can't an- 
ſwer it. And if the Church may not judge whether a right Re- 
ſolve or Reſult be come into by the Church that admoniſhes her, 
how ſhall ſhe know whether it be her Duty to take the Admo- 
nition or to reject it? Muſt ſhe take it whether it be right or 
BW wrong, or which is all one, without being allowed to judge in 
the Cale ? FVV 8 
Tou go yet upon your old miſtaken Foundation, that the Pro- 
ceſs once begun muſt be carried through, and all the Steps be ta- 
ken. We ſaid enough in our former Letter to have convinced 
you of this Miſtake, had you attended to it. We again demand, 
ought not the Church it the be ſenſible ſhe is rightfully admo- 
nith'd, to be humble and penitent under it; and ſo by Reforma- 
tion to prevent the ſecond Step's being taken with her? And 
muſt ſhe not then judge whether ſhe is rightfully admoniſh'd 
yea or no? What do you ſay to this, Brethren ? We expect 
your Anſwer, yea, we challenge it, and you will violate the Com- 
munion of Churches if you refuſe to take Notice of us when 
thus orderly enquiring into your publick Actions. Before we diſ- 
miſs this Head, we mult aſk you, are you ſenſible where you have 
got ? Even into the Heart and Bowels of Popery : For the 
Pope himſelf never demanded more of thoſe he was concerned 
with, than that they ſhould blindly ſubmit to his Dictates and 
Dealings with them, without judging whether they were right 
or wrong. With how ill a Grace then do you preſently ſpeak 
of the Principles of the Reformation, and lament the ſad Caſe 
of thoſe Miniſters and Churches who ſeem inclin'd to forſake 
them? Dear Brethren, we muſt again admoniſh you to look at 
Home. Did ever a Proteſtant Church before make ſuch a De- 
mand, as you have here done! * You would have us to know | 
„ Fo Hg o IONIC he Lon XI AL PD INN eee  Þ 
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to ſubmit.” We ſcorn your Words; nor is there a Church in 
Reformation, but would do the fame. And if you conſider'd 


how obnoxious you muſt hereby render your ſelves to all your 
| Siſter Churches, in thus aſpiring to the Popedom over them, 


es, and expoſe ourſelves to the Sentence of Non-Communion.“ 
Brethren, we wou'd have you to know / in your Turn, that we can 


Egg, and prevent your riding over them all? Moſt certainly | 
Odium that is due. 
the Aggriev'd, that they can't rationally expect their Reſtoration 


be a Clue to your whole Letter; you are not ſollicitous about | 


Goſpel Privileges : and this they can't rationally expect without a 


Church with reſpect to them (which was not raſhly and haſtily 
given) been approved of by an Eccleſiaſtical Council of Neigh- 


ture Deliberation £ And is not this enough to open your Eyes, 


tba anfwereth a Matter before he beareth it, it is Folls and Shame 
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that we are not to judge of your Proceedings with us, whether 
they are right or wrong ; that is not our Part or Province, but 


the Country that is not inclin'd to forſake the Principles of the 


you would certainly be aſhamed. And yet you go on to 
tell us, that if we throw our ſelves into a State of In- 
dependency, and refuſe to lay Matters of Complaint before 
you, or ſubmit to an Enquiry, we muſt anſwer it to the Church- 


eaſily do this, that we are not at all concern'd about anſwering 
to the Churches for our not yielding a tame Submiſſion to ſo lord- | 


ly a Power aſſumed over us. And do you think, that you can © 
anſwer it; ard that the Churches will not hold themſelves con- 


cerned to check ſo much Inſolence, to cruſh the Cockatrice in the 


you will alarm the Country, and draw upon your ſelves the | 


Again, You tell us, © Such is the Scituation of the Affairs of 
to Goſpel-Priviledges, but in this Method.“ This perhaps may 


what is the Church's Duty; whether ſhe ever knows it, or does 
it, you care not; but the Dear Aggriev'd mult be reſtored to | 


your Help. What! not by owning their Faults and promiſing 
Amendment ? And can you anſwer for your encouraging them 
to expect it in any other way? Has not the Sentence of the 
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bour-Churches, conſiſting of as wile and able Men, as any your 
Church ( without the leait Diſparagement may it be ſpoken ) 
can produce; and this after a Hearing of both Sides, and ma- 


and give you ſome Suſpicion, that the Aggrieved may have milſ- 


behaved themſelves ? Will you ſtill liſten to private Stories in 
oppoſition to ſuch ſtrong Evidence? Conſider Prov. 18. 13. He 


to 
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10 him. And we cannot but recommend to you one Text more, 
it is Prov. 26. 17. He that paſſeth by and medleth with Strife be- 
longing not to him, 1s like one that taketh a Dog by the Ears. This 
is the unhappy Snare ( Brethren ) you are got into. You have 
given both Ears to one Side of the Queſtion, and have intermed- 
led in an Affair that does not belong to you. The Neighbour- 
hood is ſufficient for it. But to return, the Aggrieved (you ſay) 
can't rationally expect their Reſtoration to Goſpel-Privileges but 
in this Method ; © And it is apparent that there is no Stone left 
unturned to oppoſe the Practice of it,“ i. e. the Practice of the 
third Way of Communion. And ought we not to turn every 
Stone, i. e. to do every thing, not to be expoſed to a juſt Cen- 
ſure in that Way ? And we challenge you and all the World, 
to mention any one thing we have done to oppoſe the Practice 
of it, any otherwiſe than by being careful not to deſerve, or leave 

our ſelves liable to an Admonition. At this you ſeem to be an- 
ory. Would you have us, Brethren, to tranſgreſs the Laws of 
GOD and of right Reaſon, merely for the Sake of giving you 
the Pleaſure to admoniſh us? How unreaſonable ! © But (you 
proceed) humbly depending upon the Grace of God for Con- 
duct, Courage and Succeſs, we reſolve to attend our Duty,“ 1. e. 
to admoniſh us whether we deſerve it or not. Brethren, we pity 
your Caſe : and pray GOD to ſhew you your Duty, and to re- 
{ſtrain that blind Zeal which wou'd kindle ſuch a Fire in the 
Country, as perhaps it has never yet felt 
„Several Things (you ſay) ſerve to create Jealouſies that 
your Rev. Paſtor is corrupt in his Principles. He ſeems to op- 
poſe their being brought to Light. The Votes of the Church 


the late Council. And more eſpecially, his printedSermon where- 
in he attempts to reconcile the Apoſtles Paul and James. And 
Brethren, if we ſhou'd uſe the ſame Arguments to create Jealou- 
ſies with reſpect to yout Rev. Paſtor's Principles; that they are 
very probably corrupt, becauſe he ſeems to oppoſe their being 
| bro'tto Light, and has never yet had the third Way of Commu- 
nion practic'd upon him; that the Votes of your Church pro- 
toundly fecrete them,for we don't learn what they are by any one 
Vote, your Church ever paſſed ; and more eſpecially his printed 
Vorks, wherein he has not been ſo good as to inform us of one 
«lf of the corrupt Doctrines, which we ſuſpect he holds; what 
would you think of it? Know. then, that the Brethren of this 


ſeem to be ſhaped to ſecrete them, as we learn by the Reſult of 
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Church equally deſpiſe the ſame Arguments when brought to 
create Jealouſies of their Paſtor's Unſoundneſs; and that alt 
Mankind muſt deſpiſe them, when brought, as they are in your 
Letter, to prove, that he is not willing his Principles ſhould be 
known. He lays his Principles before the Church in the moſt | 
free and open HE: he lays them before an eccleſiaſtical 
Council ; and is from Time to Time publiſhing ſuch Diſcourſes 
of his, as are deſired for the Preſs ; and all this to ſecrete his 
Principles, and becauſe he is not willing they ſhould be bro't to 

Light! For Shame Brethren, don't impoſe upon yourſelves (you 
can impoſe upon no Body elſe) by ſuch Reaſonings. 1 

Again, you obſerve, 4 Tis dangerous (beyond what we can 
expreſs) for the Leaders of the People to be miſlead.” To this | 
we heartily ſubſcribe, and hereupon condole the forrowful Caſe | 
of the firſt Church in Glocefter. © Tis melancholly (you ſay) | 
to obſerve an Inclination in Miniſters and Churches to forſake the | 
ſound Principles of the Reformation.” Ah! Poor Church of | 
Gloceſter! How do our Bowels yearn for thee ? T ; L 
% Neco-England's Glory (you ſay) will depart in our departing ; 
from the Faith of theſe Churches.” And we add, or in our de- 
| parting from the Order and Diſcipline of theſe Churches, ſo as | 
to practice in direct Oppoſition to thoſe wholeſome Rules, which 
not only the good old Puritans and the firſt Settlers of this Coun- 


try, but which the Holy Scriptures themſelves have laid down, WF 


and right Reaſon demands a moſt facred Obſervance of. 


And now you deſire us without any more ado to meet you at 
Time and Place, and you will endeavour to ſerve our belt Inter- 
7 i hs Brethen, if you have a good Will to ſerve us, we thank 


you for ĩt; but after ſo many Proofs of a weak Head and ſtrong 
Prejudices as you have given us, we muſt be excuſed, if we let 

you know, we cannot depend upon your Afſittance : We will | 
be fully content only with your Prayers. And ſo wiſhing your 
Love may abound yet more and more in Knowledge and in all 
| J udgment. 


Me reſt your Bretbreni in the Faith and FllowGip of the Goſpel, 
Poilliam Balch, Paſtor. | 


Ia the Name and at the Deſire of the Church. 


he — 


r 


7 * Tis ev dent you mended theſe Paſlages for us ; but we cannot ſee why 
They | ue not 9 8 (0 yourkelves. 
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P. $. Brethren, if you give us Trouble in the Way you pro- 

poſe, we ſhall immediately ſend to the Preſs, theſe Letters, 
that the World may judge whether you do not treat us in 
an arbitrary, imperious Manner, Be therefore advis*d by 
2 Kings 14. 10. Thou haſt indeed ſmitten Edom, and thine 
Heart hath lifted thee up: Glory of this and tarry at Home 
for why ſhouldſt thou medale to thine Hurt? We likewiſe 
put you in Mind that we ſhall expect Satisfaction in the Par- 
ticulars we have ſpecified in this and our former Reply to 
you. For this Church has renewed her Vote of Diſſatiſ- 
faction with your Conduct, 
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The Resuir of the Councir at Bradford, 
Auguſt iſt. 1744. 


E the Paſtors and Delegates of the firſt Church of Chriſt 
* V in Andover, the firſt in Bradford, the fourth and ſecond in 
Newbury, the firſt in Meſbuen, the firſt and ſecond in Ha- 
v2rþi!, the ſecond in Boxford, being conven'd in an Eccleſiaſtical | 


Council by Letters miſſive from the ſecond Church in Bradford, 


to hear and judge of their Conduct, reſpecting a Number of their | 
Members, profeſſing themſelves diſſatisfied, with the Principles 


of their Rev. Paſtor, as bemg EITONEOUS 3 and with the Church's 
Tranſactions thereon, 


Having firſt earneſtly ſought of GOD; in Prayer, the Dic | 
of his concurring Spirit, proceeded to confider what ſaid Church 


had to lay before us, And after a publick hearing of both Par- 
ties in the Meeting Houſe, and mature Deliberation had there- 
upon, it is the Opinion of this Council, 

I. That this Church had Reaſon to be offended with Ichabod 
Cheney, for his injurious Charge againſt them, in repreſenting the 


Cauſe of his Suſpenſion to have been, that he eſteemed his Paſtor | 
erroneous in his Principles, as exhibited to the Church in his | 


Charge, Marcb 10. 1743,4, and which Errors he profeſſed him- 1 


ſelf, in ſaid Charge, to have collected from a Sermon of Mr. 


Bach's in print, and from his private Converſation. When (as 


appears by the Votes of the Church) the true Reaſon of his Suſ- 
. pcnſion, was his diſorderly ſpeaking in the Houſe of GOD, on the 
Lord's Day Feb. 27. 1743, 4 Afternoon, and faying, the Doctrine 
preached that Day was falſe and tended to lead Souls to Deſtruc- 
tion: And alſo for exhibiting ſaid Charge againſt his Paſtor be- 


fore the Church, without taking the neceſſary Private, Previous 


Steps. 

II. It is the Ole of this Council, that this Church had Rea- 
ſon to be offended with James Baily, Thomas Merril and his 
Fife, Jenathan Hale, and Jonatban Hopkinſon, for putting. Evi- 


dence into the Hands of Ichabod Cheney of what! is ſaid to have 
been 
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been ſpoken by the Paſtor in private, offenſive to them, to enable 
him to bring a Charge of erroneous Principles againſt his ſaid 
Paſtor, inſtead of proceeding with him by the Goſpel. Rule in 
Mat. 18. 

But it doth not appear to this Council, that in offering their 
Teſtimonies to the Church in ſaid Cheney's Caſe, it was their De- 
ſign to exhibit a Charge againſt their Paſtor. 

III. Furthermore, it is the Opinion of this Council, that they 
have nothing to do, to conſider any Articles of Charge alledged 
againſt the Paſtor of this Church, but ſuch as, being pretended 
to be ſupported by Evidences, the Church actec upon. 


IV. Upon Conſideration of the aforeſaid ſeveral Articles = 


Error charged upon the Paſtor, the Council are of Opinion, this 
Church is to be juſtified 1 in declaring by their Vote, that they are 
not at all hurt in their Charity towards him; Inaſmuch as the 

Council judge, fome of the Articles charged upon him as Errors, 
are undoubted Truths; that others are fo as he hath explained 
them, ( which Explanation they think they ought to admit, con- 


ſidering the great Diſtance of Time ſince the Words were faid 


to be ſpoken ; ) and the Reſt are ſuch as by no Means ought to 
deprive Chriſtians of one another's Charity. 
And now, Brethren, we earneſtly recommend to you a religi- 


cus Concern to maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. We intreat you to be ſenſible of the fad Influence of Con- 


tention, to render the Means of Grace amongſt you unſucceſsful; 


and to ſeek and maintain that Charity which hopeth all Things, 
and believeth all Things; and a Temper t to Torgive Injuries, real 


or ſuppoſed. 

May it be the Care of your Paſtor to give no Offence, that the | 
Miniſtry be not blamed ; and may the Brethren of the Church, 
both with Reſpect to him, and one another, be ready to-put * 
on Things the moſt favourable Conſtruction. 

Finally Brethren, farewel, be perfect; be of good Comfort: 


be of one Mind ; live i in Peace 5 and the GOD of Love and | 
Peace ſhall be with you. 


Jobn Barnard, Moderator. 
In the Name of the Council, 


A true Copy, Jace Parſons 


Scribe to the C ouncil. 


— 
x 


42 


Mr. Balch's Anſwer to the Ante 
of Error alledg'd againſt him. 
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IE Iſt. FEAR je, That I have Kia 5 Geenen wich 
God conſiſts in receiving Bleſſings and returning Thanks.“ 
I ſhall ſay but little to this, how heinous ſoever it may 


appear in ſome People's Eyes. It ſeems. to me, that if I have | 


taught no more than this of Communion with God, it is more 


however than thoſe, who find Fault with it, have underſtood. 


'The Word: has been much uſed in theſe Times ; but thoſe who 


have uſed it moſt, have ſeem'd to me to have no Idea to it at all. | 
Upon ſuch Occaſions (being willing to inſtruct the Ignorant, and 


to promote a rationalReligion,in which theUnderſtanding ſhould 
bear a Part) I have ſaid, Communion with God intends a graci- 
ous Intercourſe or Commerce between him and his ſinful Crea- 


tures here on Earth: When God is pleas'd to pour his Bleſſings | 


upon any, and they make ſuitable Returns of Love and Gratitude, 
Praiſe and Obedience, there is this Communion. Wicked Men 


have not Communion with God; becauſe though God beſtows 
Favours upon them, they are not thankful,will not love hisName 
nor ſtudy to pleaſe him by obeying his Will ; hence that of the 


Apoſtle, 1f we ſay we have Fellowſhip with How: and <valk inDark- 
neſs, ce lie and do not the Truth, 1 John 1. 6: Od ſeeks and 


calls after them, and waits to be gracious, but they fly from him, | 
and defire not the Knowledge of his Ways. On the other Hand, 


ſays our bleſſed Saviour, If a Man love me, he will keep mylWerds, 


and my Father will love bim, and we will come unto him, and make 
our bode with bin. Communion with God, according to Mr. 
Howe, is the Reciprocation of this Love : According to Dr. 
Manton, it conſiſts in Donatives and Duties, i. e. (if I underſtand. 
him right) in Gifts and Bleſſings by God beſtowed upon us, and 


Duties by us performed to him. When God by his Spirit ac- 
companying the Word, enlightens, ſanctifies, and comforts the 


Believer ; and the Believer i in Return, fears, loves, and rejoices 
in God, and ſets himſelf to ſerve and honour him by a faithful 
and zealous Diſcharge of his Duty; ſuch an one may be ſaid to 

walk with God, or to lead a Life of holy Communion and Fel- 
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lowſhip with him. And oh ! would to God we all knew more 
of this practically and experimentally. But why ſhould any diſ- 
honour themſelves,and betray their own Ignorance, to find Mat- 
ter of. Accuſation Qgainft me? I can truly ſay, P've offered no- 
thing upon this, or any other of the Heads complained of, but 
with a View to the Inſtruction of thoſe with whom I have con- 
verſed. And if I have failed of Succeſs, and of giving Satisfac- 
tion ; this has not been owing to Want of good Will, and true 
Pains taken by me; but mult be umputed either to my Weakneſs 
or their Prejudices. 

IT. The next Thing I am char with, is ſaying, << That 

Te Blood of Chriſt for our 

Cleanſing.” 

The utmoſt Occaſion I ever gave for which foul Aſperſion, was 
only this, that apprehending one ſpeaking of the Blood of Chriſt, 
to take it in the groſs literal Senſe, I told him, he did not ſeem to 
underſtand himſelf; it was not the material Blood of Chriſt taken 
in that groſs Senſe, that would cleanſe the Heart or purge away 
Sin; chat by the Bload. of Chriſt, when uſed in ſuch a Manner, 
we were to underſtand the Vertue and Merit of his Death, and 
the Efficacy of that pure and holy Doctrine, which he ratified 


thereby. And I can chearfully apes] to my conſtant Hearers, 


and to all that know me, whether it is poſſible that this Article 
ſhould be true in any otherSenſe. It never enter'd into my Heart. 


I know that there is no other Name given under Heaven among 
Men, but the Name of Chrift, whereby we mult or can be ſaved. 


And that if any reject the Atonement and Propitiation made by 


his Blood, ſinning wilfully after they have received the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sins, 
but a certain fearful Looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indig- 


nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries. It has been ſome- 
times objected as a Matter of Reproach to me, that being aſk*d 


of my Principles, I profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian. But would my E- 
nemics alſo make this my Glorying void? I truſt in God that 
they ſhall never be able to do it. I am not of Paul, I am not of 
Apollos, T am not of Cephas ; but for any to ſay of me, that I 
am not of Chriſt, is to endeavour to deprive me of that, which 
is the only Thing in my Character, I am very fond of, I have 
neither Maſter nor Father on Earth, but one I profeſs to be my 
Maſter in Heaven, whoſe Word ſhall ever engage my Faith, his . 


1 
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F know that I am happy 10 far as I am wrought into the Temper 
and Likeneſs of Chriſt's Goſpel ; and that it is not in the Power 

of Earth or Hell to deprive me of this. 

III. Another Thing I am charg'd with ſaying is * That Paul 
was a good Man before he was converted as he went to Damaſ- 
cus, and that that Converſion was only from Judaiſm to Chri- 
ſtianity . 

As to which, I ſhall very freely declare what Grounds 1g0 up- 
on when I imagine, that he, who was afrerwards the Apoſtle Paul, 
might be a good Man before he was converted as he went to Da. 
naſcus. I take it as a Favour, that J was not repreſented as belie- 
ving he was a good Man before he was converted at all. But 
that he was a good Man before that Converſion, and that ha: 
Converſion was only from Judaiſm to Chriſtianity, I have this to 


offer; that the Teſtimony and Character he gave of himſelf, 


reſpecting that Time, after he was not only a god Man, but an 
inſpired Apoſtle, muſt be look'd upon as very ſingular and extra- 
ordinary, ſuppoſing he was a bad Man; for he ays of himſelf 
that he lived in all good Conſcience before God, Acts 23. 1. That 
touching the Righteouſneſs which is in the Lav, he was blameleſs, 

Phil. 3. 6. And that he profited in the Fes Religion above many, Gal. 

1.14. Now can it be ſuppoſed, hat there were no good Men in the 
Jetojſß Church at that Time? And if there were any, who more 
fikely than one that lived in all good Conſcience before GOD ? 
And who was not only blameleſs, but excell'd in all the Righte- 
ouſneſs and Religion of the Fews ? For it is to be obſerv'd, he 


ſalid theſe Things of himſelf, not when he was a ſelf- righteous 


' Phariſee, but long after he was become an humble and Zealous 
Chriſtian. — But you will ſay, how could he be a good Man at 


that Time, when he had not the Knowledge of Chriſt ? I anſwer, 


it does not appear that he did not believe in a Meſſias to come; 
which was Part of the Zewiſh Religion, wherein he profited a- 
bove many. And if you only mean, that he did not know, or 
then believe, that Jeſus was the Chriſt ; I anſwer, this was the 
| Caſe of Nathanael when he was certainly a good Man, for our 
Saviour himſelf gave him the Character of an Iſraelite indeed, in 
co hbom was no Guile. It was alſo the Caſe of Cornelius, when yet 
ne had a Teſtimony from Heaven, that his Prayers and Alms 
came up for a Memori al before GOD, Acts 10. — But you will ſay, 


Paul was a Perſecutor. I anſwer, tis true he perſecuted the 


* hu! ch; ; a very grievous Crime, and was ever r after diſpoſed not 
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only to acknowledge, but Loy the ſame ; and yet he tells ue, 

not only in one Place ,that be did it jenorantly ; but in another, he 
verily tho't with himſelf, he ought to do as he did, and that 1t pro- 
ceeded from his Zeal for the Religion he was educated in. Now, 
is it impoſſible that a good Man in theſe Circumſtances, under a 
falſe and miſtaken Notion of Things, ſhould ever have a Hand, 

in a Criminal Perſecution ? It can't be equal (it ſeems to me) 
in ſuch Circumſtances, to David's Adultery and Murder. And 
yet after all, I have not any Zeal to expend in this Affair: I am 


willing chat every one ſhould think for himſelf. For let Funda- 


mentals | in Religion be ever ſo multiplied, yet I think this can't 
be fairly brought: in, on one Side or the other. Nor ſhould I ever 
have mentioned ic in Converſation, had I not thought there had 
been Occaſion. This Inſtance of Paul's Converſion, with ſome 
others, have been produc'd in theſe Times, to warrant Things of 
a very extraordinary Nature. hy 5 ſuch Occaſions, I've aid, 
that many of the Converſions we read of in the New- Teſtament, 
were only from Judaiſm to Chriſtianity ; and this among other 
has no Doubt been mentioned, as a Change from one Religion or 
Profeſſion to another. Whereas (I have added) what we mean 
by Converſion now, is quite another Thing ; a Change from Sin 

to Holineſs, a Man's ceaſing to do evil, and learning to do well; 
a wicked Man's forſaking his Way and the unrighteous Man bis 


Thoughts, and turning to Ged. And I have ſaid, it was unfair to 


argue from Converſions of one of theſe Kinds to thoſe of the 


” other; ; ard in particular, that unleſs we were more certain that 


Pauls was really a Converſion from Sin to God, (I mean from 
the reigning Power and Dominion of Sin) it ought. not to be 
brought to vouch for any ſuch ſuddenChanges,as may now- a-days 
be pretended to, by Viſions, Trances, or the like. But tis Pity. 
that this, with ſome other of theſe Matters, ſhould take up much 


of your Time; I therefore diſmiſs! it, and paſs to the next Head, 


which is of more Importance. 
IV. The fourth Particular is, that I have ſaid, «Wherever the 

Goſpel is read or preach'd, tliere is a Sugiciency of the Spirit, af- 
forded to make it effectual to Salvation. My Anſwer gs to this 
is, That the Goſpel is ſtiled the Miuiſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 


2. 8. And ie Po wer of God to Salvation to every one that believeth, 
Rom. 1. 16. And inaſmuch as wicked Men are charg'd with re- 
ſiſting the Holy Spirit under the n Diſpenſation (as by St. 
_ 9zephen, who tells the Jews, Acts 7. 5 


e friff-necked and uncir- 
cumciſed in Heart and Ears, ye do 1 reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, as 


Dour Halber did A. do ye ene chat the Holy bol had 
2 | been 
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been from Age to Age ſtriving with that rebellious People,) we 
may conclude that this is much more the Caſe of wicked Men 
under the Goſpel; and that the Reaſon why they are not con- 
verted, is, not becauſe God does not ſend his Spirit to ſtrive 
with them, but becauſe they reſiſt his Motions, counter: ſtrive, 
and rebel againſt the Light and Grace offer*d, and in ſome Mea- 
ſure afforded to them. It is not pretended that wicked Men have 
in fact all that Grace given them that good Men have ; but that 


the Reaſon why they have it not, is beeauſe they reſiſt, refuſe, or 
receive in vain the Grace firſt given: It is not pretended, that God 


affords at once Grace enough for any Man to go thro', and accom- 


pliſh the whole Work of his Salvation, or todo every thing that 


may be neceſſary to his eternal Happineſs ; but that ſo much is 


given, as may be ſufficient to what is nextly and immediately requir- 
ed of him; on a Man's improving of which, he may from the 

divine Goodneſs hope for more, according to his future Needs: 
Agreeable to that of our Saviour ſeveral Times repeated in the New 


Teſtament, that to him that hath ſpall be given, and he ſhall have more 


Abundance. It is not pretended, that we have any Sufficiency of 


our own : The Grace of God is acknowledg'd in every Thing,and 


the Neceſſity of his ſpecial Grace to all the Purpoſes of Regenera- 
tion, Converſion, Sanctification, Perſeverance, and eternal Glory; 


in every Step of which, the rich and free Grace of God is held to 
be moſt conſpicuous and adorable. But this I believe, that tho? 
we are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any Thing as of our 


ſelves, yet we have a Sufficiency of God ; and that there is not the 
| leaſt Defect in the Proviſion God has made for the Salvation of 
Sinners under the Goſpel. To ſay that the Goſpel Salvation is 
inſufficient, is not only to contradict the Apoſtle, who affirms that 
Grace abounds and reigns in the Goſpel Diſpenſation : But it is 
alſo (in my Opinion) to charge God with Fooliſhneſs, in not hav- 
ing calculated and proportion'd the Means to the End; and with | 
 Unrighteouſneſs too, in that he will puniſh and aggravate the Con- 
 demnation of wicked Men for their having abuſed Goſpel-Light 
and Grace, when yet it was never accompanied with a Sufficienc 
of the Spirit to make it effectual to their Salvation. Let thoſe who 
can bear ſuch Conſequences, maintain the Opinion: for my own 
part, I believe, that God's Commandments are not greivous, much 
leſs impoſſible; and that Chriſt's Yoke is eaſy and his Burden light; 
. which it cou'd never be ſaid to be, if there was not a Sufficiency of | 
the Spirit afforded to enable Men to do what he requires of them. 
Tho without Chriſt we can do nothing, yet thro' Chriſt ſtrength- _ 
ning us, I believe, we may do all Things, that are required, 3 | 
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made the Conditions of our Happineſs. Upon this Principle, I 
warn Men not to grieve the Holy Spirit; not to receive the Grace 


of God in vain ; not to deſpiſe ſo great Salvation as by the Goſ- 


pel we are favoured with; and charge the Ruin and Miſery of 
wicked Men upon themſelves. I believe that God is good, and 


that he has no Pleaſure in the Death of Sinners; but has done to 


prevent it, whatever became a wiſe, and righteous, and merciful 
Father, and Governour, to do. I believe that if any Man is ſen- 


| ſible of his Need of divine Grace and Wiſdom, and aſks it of 


God, diſpoſed to improve it for his Glory, and his own & others 
Good, it ſhall be given him of that God who giveth to all Men 
liberally and upbraideth not; and that if earthly Parents, who 


are evil, are yet inclin'd to help and befriend their Children in 


ſuch Inſtances as they are able, much more will our heavenly Fa- 


ther, whoſe Tho'ts and Ways of Mercy and Goodneſs are not as 
ours, but exceed them, as the Heavens are high above the Earth; 
much more, I ſay, will our heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit 


to them that aſk him. TI believe that God will be clear and in- 


| nocent when he judges; and that in the laſt Day it will be known, 
. | whether Sinners periſh from any Defect in the Goodneſs of God, 
and in the Proviſion he has made thro* Chriſt for their Recovery, 
or, from their own choſen, wilful Wickedneſs and Folly, in neg- 
lecting to uſe the Means and Helps, and to improve the Advan- 
tages andAſſiſtances, which by theGolſpel were afforded to them. 
And this, as near as I can remember, is the Subſtance of what I 
have been won't to ſay upon this Subject, and muſt have occaſi- 
oned the preſent Article. And now I appeal to all, and ſubmit 
it to your own Underſtandings and Conſciences, whether this is 
not right, according to the Knowledge you have of the Scrip- 


tures ; and what your ownReaſon and the Light of Nature teach- 


es you of God; who cannot do an unwiſe, an unrighteous, or an 
unkind Thing; and therefore can never be ſuppos'd to have con- 


triv'd rhe Goſpel (which is celebrated as the higheſt Inſtance of 


| hisGoodneſs andGrace to fallen Man) only to increaſe and aggra- 
vate the Miſery and Damnation of his Creatures, without ſo much 

as having ever deſign'd, it ſhould be ſufficient to their Salvation; 

| which he could not but know, it would never ſerve, unleſs accom- 
panied with a Sufficiency of his Spirit, ſo that if what was given, 


was improv*d, his Grace ſhould be finally victoriouns. 
V. The next Particular is, And that it was only the practi- 


cal Part that was wanting to make Men happy.“ This ſeems 
to have been deſign'd in Connection with the former; but ſo far 
as I have any. Notion about it, what might occaſion it was this, 
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that ſpeaking of the Itinerancy of Mr. Vpitaßeld, Tennent, and 


others, I have ſaid, that if when they went about the Country, 
they had called upon Men to fear GOD, and love one another, 

and to live holily, ſoberly, righteouly, peaceably, and godlily, in 
they might have done a great deal of good, (equi- 


the World; 
valent to what I told Mr. Tennent himſelf ) but as they had ſtir- 
red up a great deal of Strife and Contention about Speculations 
and Forms, this I tho't, was a great Balance to the good they 
had done, if any : For (aid [) as to Form we were well enough be- 
fore they came; it was Practice that was wanting to make us a 
happy People. And this, I think, was very agreeable to that of 
our Saviour, which I had in my Eye at the ſame Time, Joh. 13; 


17. If ye know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye do them. That 1 
ever ſaid, Practice was all that was wanting, where Knowledge 5 


and F aith are wanting as much as Practice, I think is not true 


and I appeal to all that know me, if I have not conſtantly af- 
firm'd both in my public Miniſtry and private Converſation, that 
without Knowledge the Heart could not be good, and that, with- 
out Faith in the Chriſtian Revelation (in my Opinion) there was 
no ſolid Foundation laid, for a truly vertuous and excellent Life. 
If this Article is taken in Conjunction with the former then my 
Meaning mult have been, that Men do not fail of Happineſs 


from any Unwillingneſs in God to afford his Spirit and Grace 


to them, but from their own not improving, or as the Scripture | 


expreſſes it, 7eceiving in vain, the Grace given them. 


VI. The next Article is a Paſſage taken from a Sermon I prea- 


ched about three Years ago; when, ſpeaking of the young Man 
that came to our Saviour, and aſk'd him, what he 
be nught have eternal Life ? I ſay 
_ tention in him at this Time, nor ſuſpected any.” 
poſed to be à very grievous and dangerous Error but for my 
own Part, I muſt needs ſay, I cannot ſce it. 


Eagle-ey'd Enemies have not been able to fix upon any Thing 
worſe than this. 


righteous Phariſee, and as coming to our Saviour with the Devil 


in | his Heart, and a Lie in his Mouth; notwithſtanding that the 


Evangeliſt obſerves ,thenFeſus beholding him loved him, Mar. 10.2 1. 
this would have pleaſed ſome People: But I am not of the Opf- 
vion that this was the Caſe. I believe on the contrary, that he 


came to our Saviour as free from any ill Deſign as a poor imper- 
pos'd to be in any Affair; and it fo, 


fect Creature can well he ſup 


” think ] ieh lay, Our Lord ſaw no ill Buemi! in the young Man 
: at 


ſhould do bat 
ce that our Lord ſaw no ill In- 
This is ſup- 


I thank God that 
in a Courſe of three Tears conſtant Preaching ſince that Time,m7 


Had I repreſented this young Man as a ſel 
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at this Time, And if he ſaw no ill Intention in him, I'm perſua- 
ded, our Lord was endu'd with that Charity that zhinketh no E- 
vil, where it ſeeth none, and. ſo I might add, Nor did he ſuſpect a- 
1. But I haſten to the next Thing which is of more Importance; 
however I cannot but remark, that by the Interſperſion of ſeve- 
ral fuch Trifles as this, it may be eaſily ſeen, that no Stone is 
to be left unturned, and that the old Maxim in ſuch-Caſes is 


cloſely adhered to, Throw Dirt ftoutly, and ſome will flick. 


VII The next Thing I am charg'd with ſaying is, That 
Man by Nature 1s more inclined to Vertue than Vice.” This 1 
own is bad enough, ſuppoſing the word Nature was here to be 
taken according to common and vulgar Uſe ; but what if the 
Caſe was this? As I can truly ſay, as near as I can remember, 
it was: I had obſerv'd Nature loaded with a great Deal of unjuſt 
Diſgrace, and the God and Author of Nature, as I thought, very 
unjuſtly reflected upon thereby. This led me to take Notice, 
that though we commonly uſe the Word Nature in a bad Senſe, 
yet it is oftener in Scripture uſed in a good one ; as particularly, 
Rom. 2. 14. For when the Gentiles which had not the Law, do by 


Mature the Things contained in the Law : Here ſaid I Nature 


J 


prompted the Heathen to be ſober, juſt, merciful, faithful, &c. 
And what are we to underſtand by Nature? Why Reaſon and 
Conſcience : which are a Part of our Nature as much as our Ap- 
petites and Paſſions are. If then you will take the Word Na- 


ture as we are obliged to do in this Place and ſeveral others, 1 
may well enough ſay, © that by Nature we are more inclin' d to 
Vertue than Vice; for Reaſon and Conſcience, ſaid I, are always 

lon the Side of Virtue, and never diſpoſe Men to Vice and Wick- 


edneſs. That I could not be reaſonably thought to mean 1t of 


Men's Appetites and Paſſions, is evident, becauſe I have always 


profels'd to believe with the Apoſtle James, that theſe are perpe- 


_ | fually enticing and drawing us away to Evil. But then J hold at 
the ſame Time, that God has given Men Reaſon and Conſcience 
| | to be a Ballance to their Appetites and Paſſions, and to teach them 
|| how to uſe and govern them. And that I ſhould ſometimes uſe 
| the Word Nature, as it is ſeveral Times uſed in Scripture, I think 
* | can be accounted no great Fault, on Suppoſition that I have ſuf- 
| fictently explained myſelf; which, whether I have not done it to 
| the Underſtanding and Satisfaction of all, excepting a very few 


(whole Eyes the Glare of New-Light has blinded ) I ſhall leave it. 


| with thoſe, who know me beſt, to ſay. For none of theſe Things 
| have been ſaid in a Corner; my Talk has been uniform in all 
” Companies and upon all Occaſions. No Body can ever imagine, 


that 


Men to. 
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that I ſhould chuſe out my worſt Enemies to ſay the moſt excep- 
tionable and ſuſpicious Things before. My People very well re- 
member,that when forty or fifty of them have been together,and 
they could generally underſtand me well enough,and perceive the 
Truth and Reaſonableneſs of what I offer'd ; yet a few, would 
ha ever and anon ſtarting and catching at ſome Thing, as if it was 
bad and erroneous ; and wondring that others could not ſee 

15 as well as they. I ſolemnly declare, I don't know that I have 
ever ſaid any Thing before any of theſePeople, but what I ſhould 
have been heartily glad the whole Church or the whole Congre- 
_ gation might have heard. It is now more than a Year ago that 
I complain d to the Church of Abuſe, with Reſpect to what I ſaid 


before them. And deſired the Church to appoint a Number of 


the Brethren to attend me at ſuch Times, when any of them ex- 
pected to talk with me. TheChurch accordingly comply'd with 
my Requeſt, And the Brethren came ſeveral Times, but not 
one of them ever appear*d ; no, there would be too many Wit- 
neſſes againſt them, if they attempted to make any Thing bad out 
of what I ſaid, And *tis well known, that no Man can ſo guard 
his Diſcourſe, but that thoſe who are diſaffected and prejudic'd 
may turn ſome Things to an ill Senſe. 


of Mankind, and if I had been more inſenſible of it before, yet 
my own Experience only in theſe Times muſt have left a very 
conſiderable Conviction of that Nature pon my Mind. But I 
muſt not enlarge. 
VIII. Thenext Thingis, that I have faid, ia Morality i 18 ; the Height 
of Chriſtianity.” As to this I ſcarce need to inform any underſtand- 
ing Perſon, that I cou'd never mean, as if it was the utmoſt Aim 


of the Goſpel to bring Men to trade and deal fairly; which is what | 

ſome People may call Morality ; for tho' I look upon this as a | 
very conſiderable Thing, and wonder with what Face Men can | 
run down Morality, who have only this View of it; yet I believe 
this to be far ſhort of what the Goſpel aims at, and would bring | 
Much leſs cou'd I be ſuppoſed to mean, as if a fair out- 
ſide ſhow, without any Principle of Goodneſs within, was the per- | 


fection of a Chriſtian State. All that know me are Witneſſes, that 


this 1s what I never call Morality : I give this it's proper Name, | 
and call it Hypocriſy, meer Paint and Varniſh, an empty dead Car- 
| caſe, loathſome to God, and the Abhorrence of all good Men. I 
have conſtantly aſſerted, that there is not the leaſt Morality in the 
faireſt outſide Show chat ever Man made, if his Heart is not as his | 
Practice. 


Morality with me, . refers to the inward ph 
5 OP 8 


I have always acknow- Ii 
ledged and bewailed the very great Corruption and Degeneracy | 
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ciples from which a Man acts; and includes in it, the Love of God, 
and the Love of his Neighbour. This is what our Saviour ſums | 
it up in; and of Morality in this View of it, he ſays, it was the 
Law and the Prophets, i. e. it was the Subſtance, the Height and 
Perfection of that Religion which God formerly taught the Jews. 
And what does the Apoſtle Paul ſay of the very ſame thing, as it 
reſpects the Goſpel? Why he ſays, it is he End of the Command- 
ment, i. e. it is the great Drift and Aim of the evangelical Diſpen- 
ſation now, as it was formerly of the Jewiſh. It ever was & ever 
will be, the great End and Deſign of all Religion, to bring Men to 
reverence their Maker, the great Ruler & Judge of theWorld ; and 
to love one another : to bring Men to ſubmit themſelves to God, to 


love Truth and Virtue, to purify them from all moral Imperfection, 


and to inſpire them with the Love of Holineſs. This is that good 
Thing which God ſhewed to his People formerly, as what all his Pre- 
cepts centred in, that they would do juſtly, love Mercy, and walk hum- 
bly with him; and it is expreſly declared to be the End of our Savi- 
our's appearing,to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to redeem Men 
from all Iniquity, and to purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, zea- 
lous of good Works. So that this is ſo far from being an Error, 
in the moſt proper Senſe of the Word, that indeed it is the trueſt 


and beſt Deſcripfion that can be given of Chriſtianity ; it is the 


End of all Faith and all Knowledge to bring Men to be moral 
Men, 1. e. to reſemble God, the moſt perfect of all moral Beings ; 
to bring them to imitate his moral Perfections; and to be like him 


in Truth, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, and the like: or in 
other Words, and as the Scripture expreſſes it, o make them Par- 


takers of the Divine Nature, and to enable theni to eſcape the Cor- 


The two remaining Articles are ſo perfectly trifling, that 1 
| am aſham'd to mention them: The firſt is, that I have ſaid, 
A certain Verſe in the Bible is miſtranſlated.“ 
| then? Can our young Divines diſpute the Matter with me? Can 
| they ſhow me I am wrong? Or will they go to ſomebody elſe and 
] aſk him? And ſuppoſing they ſhow'd, & he ſhould tell *em, it was, 
or was not; will they be ever the wiſer? Can they tell whether 


And what 


he impoſes upon them or no? But poſſibly it may be tho*t a Crime 


| to fay, that any Place in the Bible is not rightly tranſlated. I 


anſwer, if it be, there is ſcarce any Man of Learning that has 


| writ ſince the Tranſlation was made, but what has commit- 10 
ted it. However, I acknowledge the Tranſlation we have, to 
be good in general; and believe, there is no Danger of a ſincere, 


honeſt, 
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honeſt, and humble Enquirer after Truth, his being led by it into any Mil- 
take that is very material: „Vet nevertheleſs L freely declare, that I qidike 


the Expreſſion in the 51 Pf. 5, Shapen inIniguity, becauſe we don't ſhape 


ourſelves, neither do our Parents do it; but it is the immediate, ſole. Work 
of God, (as you may ſee 139 Pf, 14, 15, 16 Verſes) and it ſeems to inti- 
mate as if God made us Sinners, whereas every Thing he makes is juſt as 
it ſhould be; and it is we who corrupt and marr his Workmanſhip, Eccl, 
7. 29. Lo this only have 1 feund that God made Man upright, but they have 


ſought out many Inventions,” I ſhould therefore have choſen the Word 
Born or brought forth, as it is ſeveral Times rendered elſewhere. 


Tue laſt Thing I am charg'd with ſaying is, That a wicked Man 
cou'd know as much of the Things of another World as a good Man 


could. And what then? Have I in ſuppoſing this, gone beyond the A- 


poſtle Paul, who plainly ſuppoſes, that a wicked Man, a Man without 


Charity, may underſtand .all My/teries, and all Knowledge, 1 Cor. 13. 2. 

Can a good Man know more:? I didn't ſay,that a wicked Man was as much 
affected, and made as good a LUIſe of his Knowledge; or that he was as much 
under an Awe of God, and a practical Influence of the Things of another 


World; this is not ſo much as pretended; but that he could know as much; 
and why not? Do we know any Thing of another World, but whatGol 


bas revealed in Seripture | And if an unregenerate Man has good natural 


Parts, and has had ſuitable Advantages in his Education, may he not know 


as much of what i is revealed in Scripture, of the meer Contents of the Bi- 
ble, as a good Man of lower Abilities and fewer Advantages? I acknow- 


ledge, if all other Things were equal, the good Man would have the Ad- 


is vantage But Parts and “Learning are not always the Property of the God- 
ly. And therefore, unleſs my Accuſers ſhall have Recourſe to Viſions and 


Trances, (which 1 tho't bad been quite exploded) and maintain, that they 
are what none but good Men are favour'd with, Idon't Tee bat that this, 


which is complain'd of as an Error, muſt be acknowledged an undoubted 
Truth. And, if I could ſtoop fo low, I might mention ſome of their own 


great Prophets, who have ſaid as much. But I am west y: and belleys 
you are alſo too, and willing I ſhould: cloſe. - 
I ſubmit theſe Things, (y Chriſtian Friends and Brethren) to your 
calm, and ſober Conſideration. ] have very freely deliver'd mySentiments; 
and if they will ſtand the Teſt of Scripture, well; if not, I am as freely 


willing to give any one of them up, as ever I was to eſpouſe it. 


I conclude with this hearty Wiſh, that none of us may have Pleaſure 


Jig Uarighteouſneſs; ; but that we BY every” one receive 0 Love of the 
a Truth, that we may be ſaved. | 


And now, the Lord give us Underſtanding and Wiſdom, according 
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